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WIDC 2015…Year In Summary 

The 2014-15 fiscal year began in earnest on the heels of 
the first ever Women In the Director’s Chair (WIDC) 
International Summit: Creating Confidence in Vancouver. 
Responding to feedback from Summit delegates and 
WIDC alumnae, the Creative Women Workshops 
Association Board focused on: 

 
22 women directors were selected for WIDC programs 
and Awards this past year! They worked with invited 

industry experts from across Canada, including 13 ACTRA actors, 8 IATSE crew, and 
more than a 30 industry representatives (including those supplied through our festival 
collaborators) from funding agencies, broadcasters, individuals, and production 
companies. They were supported by some of Canada’s most important service and 
equipment rentals companies, and immersed in the opportunities provided by festivals in 
St John’s, Toronto, Banff, Vancouver and Whistler, and the world-class facilities at The 
Banff Centre! Outreach activities included hosting WIDC information and networking 
sessions; moderating panels and roundtables and presenting the Honourary Director 
Award to Gail Harvey (Looking Is the Original Sin, Murdock Mysteries) at the Female 
Eye Film Festival. Continuing care was also extended to the now 200 women directors 
across Canada and abroad who are WIDC alumnae; offered in the form of support 
letters, private coaching, informal introductions, executive producing, and social media 
promotions.  In feedback surveys, responding participants gave WIDC programs 
consistently high marks, averaging 9/10 rankings over all, and over 85% ‘meets or 
exceeds expectations’. 

Pictured (l to r): Ana Valine, Mairzee Almas, Karen Lam at the 2014 Leo Awards. Valine won Best Direction of a Motion 
Picture for SOEM; Gabrielle Rose (actress & WIDC Co-creator) with Two4One director, Maureen Bradley. 

 

President’s Report 

“WIDC’s	  purpose	  was	  
reaffirmed	  at	  the	  2014	  
WIDC	  International	  
Women	  Directors	  
Summit.	  Summit	  and	  
survey	  data	  from	  WIDC	  
alumnae	  have	  provided	  
clear	  strategies	  to	  guide	  
the	  WIDC	  program’s	  
evolution	  this	  year.”	  ~	  
Carol	  Whiteman,	  
President	  &	  CEO	  

1. Working with mid-career women screen directors on 
story development and market readiness; 

2. Forging new relationships with Industry to increase 
external confidence; 

3. Collaborating with Canada’s three International 
Women’s Film Festivals in Toronto, St John’s and 
Vancouver, to strengthen community ties. 
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WIDC 2015 Highlights 

June 2014, the annual WIDC Launch Event was hosted at the Banff World Media 
Festival at The Banff Centre where Telefilm Canada’s John Dippong presented Kathleen 
Hepburn with the 2014 Feature Film Award for her debut feature film, Never Steady, 
Never Still. Two WIDC BANFF Fellowships were awarded to WIDC alumnae: Kathleen 
Hepburn, and Lori Lozinski who also represented WIDC and the CWWA Board at the 
Festival. 

The WIDC Career Advancement Module (CAM) supported twelve director participants 
at the Female Eye Film Festival, St John’s International Women’s Film, and the 
Vancouver International Women In Film Festival, respectively. Mentors included Anne 
Frank (Telefilm), Bryce Mitchell (Meridian Artists), Garwin Sanford (Actor/director), 
Marina Cordoni (MCE), John Dippong (Telefilm).  CAM Director participants included: 
Heather Allin, Rita Shelton Deverell, Paula Kelly, Latonia Hartery, Jenna Macmillan, 
Annie McEwen, Christine McLean, Heather Rumancik, Barb Briggs, Iuliana 
Constantinecu, Melanie Jones, and Reem Morsi. 

October 2014, as part of the OutReach Initiative, WIDC participated in the St John’s 
Summit on Women in Media hosted as part of the St John’s International Women’s Film 
Festival 25th Anniversary. Summit co-organizer, Barbara Janes acknowledged that a lot 
of the foundational groundwork accomplished at the WIDC Summit had helped to 
accelerate the work in St John’s, where seven recommendations for gender equity in the 
screen industry were unanimously endorsed and launched by the twelve organizations 
present. ACTRA Newfoundland also hosted a WIDC info session with Heather Allan and 
Carol Whiteman. 

November 2014, the Annual General Meeting acknowledged the service, commitment 
and support of board members, Rita Shelton Deverell, Lori Lozinski, Ana Valine, 
Christianne Hirt, Jinder Oujla Chalmers and Mary M. Frymire as they ended their terms. 
Returning for the second year of her term, E. Jane Thompson now serves as the WIDC 
Director Alumnae Rep, Kerry Stauffer represents The Banff Centre, and Heather Allin 
represents ACTRA, with Brian Gromoff (emeritus), all working within a stream-lined 
CWWA Board led by President & CEO, Carol Whiteman. 

November/December 2014, the new 10-day edition of the Story Incubation Module 
(SIM) was delivered in Vancouver to eight women directors developing fiction feature 
films and web series. Facilitated by Carol Whiteman, mentors included Dr. Carolyn 
Mamchur, Linda Coffey and Lori Triolo. For the first time, WIDC director alumnae (Katrin 
Bowen*, Lulu Keating and Deanne Foley) were engaged as Peer Mentor Directors giving 
talks on Marketing, Distribution of Low Budget Features, and Navigating the Work/Life 
Balance.  A generous acting ensemble of ten ACTRA and UBCP/ACTRA members 
rounded the SIM session workshopping the directors’ scripts. Director participants 
included: Kirsten Carthew, Rebecca Gibson*, Renuka Jeyapalan, Kate Kroll, Jenna 
Macmillan, Reem Morsi, Simone Stock, and Loretta Todd. (*ACTRA member) 

For the first time, WIDC and the Whistler Film Festival collaborated to deliver an 
Industry Immersion as culmination of the face to face portion of the SIM, offering the 
director participants full passes to attend festival Summit events and screenings as well 
as one to one meetings with additional investors, producers and distributors. The SIM 
directors were prepped for the festival by generous industry experts, Lauren Davis 
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(Telefilm Canada), Maureen Levitt (Super Channel), John Galway (Harold Greenberg 
Fund), Lael McCall (Principia Productions). 

January 2015, in partnership with The Banff Centre and ACTRA, CWWA delivered the 
19th session of WIDC at The Banff Centre.  This edition was a six-day version of two 
popular WIDC modules: Aspects of Camera and Post Production. Four of the women 
directors from the SIM chose to cap their experience with more hand-on workshops. Led 
by award-winning professionals including Mentor Director, Gail Harvey, Mentor Director 
of Photography, Roger Vernon, with Mentor Editors, Teresa Hannigan and Jeanne 
Slater, Mentor Production Designer, Cathy Cowan, the workshop was also supported by 
professional crew sponsored by IATSE 212 and IATSE 669, and an acting ensemble of 
four sponsored by ACTRA, UBPC/ACTRA and ACTRA Alberta and key personnel from 
The Banff Centre. This session of WIDC also received major support from Telefilm 
Canada, and in kind contributions from William F. White Intl., Panavision Canada, and 
The Banff Centre. 

In addition to the BANFF Fellowship, WIDC presented two other award offering this 
fiscal: Jordan Canning (2012 CAM) won the 2015 WIDC Feature Film Award for her 
sophomore feature, Suck It Up.  

Patricia Harris Seeley won WIDC’s Telefilm MicroBudget Nomination and as part of 
her mentorship was connected to Brightlight Picture’s Shawn Williamson who will mentor 
Harris Seeley and her producer on My Human, her debut feature developed through the 
2014 SIM. 

More WIDC Alumnae Updates continued to make us proud this fiscal, and we will be 
showcasing them and their work through alumnae activities in the coming fiscal. 
Highlights of WIDC alumnae accomplishments this year include, WIDC Award-winners, 
Katrin Bowen and Lulu Keating screened a double bill of their feature films, inspiring a 
repeat screening in Winnipeg this spring. Maureen Bradley’s WIDC Nominated Telefilm 
Canada MicroBudget film, Two4One won multiple awards at festivals. Siobhan Devine’s 
debut feature, The Birdwatcher is being submitted to festivals. Ana Valine’s Sitting on 
the Edge of Marlene began its theatrical run and WIDC supported the purchase of 
tickets and moderated an audience Q&A on the Opening Weekend; Karen Lam (2009) 
directed a new web series, Mythos; Deanne Foley (2009 CAM) feature Relative 
Happiness earned a theatrical release; Sherry White’s feature Maudie, signed Ethan 
Hawk to star; Teresa Hannigan (2004) directed an episode of Rookie Blue; Mairzee 
Almas (2003) directed multiple episodes of the new CBC series Strange Empire, Motive 
and has offered to facilitate shadowing opportunities for WIDC alumnae; and Stephanie 
Morgenstern (1998) and partner Mark Ellis premiered a new hit series, X-Company, on 
CBC which has been green-lit for a second season. Other alumnae updates on shorts, 
docs, music videos, web projects and related achievements will appear in upcoming 
WIDC Newsletters and on the new WIDC.ca web space in the coming fiscal. 

Looking forward, WIDC 2016 will offer 22 director’s chair opportunities to develop screen 
projects with story consultations, leadership with professional actors and key crew 
collaborators, and advance their careers through strategic planning support. Renewing 
collaborations with the Whistler Film Festival and Canada’s three international women’s 
film, and additional Outreach Initiatives will aim to help place women directors in even 
more Industry A-List environments and Festivals.  The WIDC Feature Film Award aims 
to expand nationally and add support from The Banff Centre. Other new collaborations 
will be reported as they emerge. We await Telefilm’s MicroBudget program criteria. 
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Creative Women Workshops Association Board of Directors 

 

CAROL WHITEMAN 
President & CEO / WIDC Producer 

Carol Whiteman is a respected moderator, guest speaker, facilitator and professional coach.  A two-time Governor 
General’s Award-nominee and multiple award-winner for promoting women’s equality and advancing talent in 
Canada’s screen-based media industry, Carol is best known as a co-creator and the producer of the internationally 
respected Women In the Director’s Chair (WIDC) program. A founding member, President and CEO of Creative 
Women Workshops Association (CWWA), the non-profit organization that presents WIDC in partnership with The 
Banff Centre and ACTRA, she has produced over 150 short films through WIDC since its inception in 1997. 
Facilitating workshop sessions, promoting alumnae, administering WIDC awards including executive producing 
WIDC Feature Film Award films, and providing career and project coaching and consulting, Carol has helped 
advance the careers, feature films, television series and web projects of hundreds of women screen writers and 
directors across Canada and internationally, as well as the careers of hundreds of actors and technicians. In April 
2013, Carol completed her doctoral course work in the Faculty of Education at Simon Fraser University in British 
Columbia. She is now writing her dissertation, which focuses on the transformational process and WIDC. 

 

E. JANE THOMPSON 
Director Alumnae Representative (WIDC 2010 alumna) / Filmmaker 

E. Jane Thompson is a multi-award-winning filmmaker, television director, and educator.  She has directed over 
fifty hours of dramatic television series, garnering two Gemini’s, for Best Short Drama, (Letter From Francis) and 
Best Direction of a Dramatic Series (Madison).  Her television movie, Coming of Age won Geminis for Best 
Supporting Actor and Actress and earned a Gemini nomination for Best TV Movie.  Her short films have been 
selected to screen at dozens of film festivals and sold to broadcasters around the world.  Critics have called her 
work "beautifully realized" (Globe & Mail) and "refreshingly understated and self-possessed" (Ottawa Citizen). Jane 
draws inspiration for her film-making and teaching from celebrated teachers and mentors: Allan King, Maruska 
Stankova, Laszlo Marton, Judith Weston, Peter Harcourt, and Dorothy Gardner. Jane’s six years as advisor to 
NSI’s Drama Prize program culminated in all of the 2010/11 directors’ films being invited to TIFF and to Telefilm’s 
“Not Short on Talent” program at the Cannes Film Festival.  She currently teaches directing in the Advanced 
Television and Film Post Graduate Certificate Program at Sheridan College. With family roots in the Ottawa Valley 
and on the Canadian prairies, Jane grew up in the suburbs of Montreal and Kingston.  She is a WIDC 2010 alumna 
and lives in Toronto. Her short film, The Exit can be screened on YouTube. 

 

KERRY STAUFFER 
The Banff Centre Representative / Executive Director of Media Production, The Banff Centre 

Kerry Stauffer is the Executive Director of Media Production at The Banff Centre. Under Stauffer’s leadership, 
programming initiatives create opportunities in content creation for artists and filmmakers in digital film, media 
research, music recording, and CD residencies. Programming includes film and new media residency programs, 
creative training and workshops, as well as self-directed opportunities. Film & Media also produces the Banff 
Mountain Film and Book Festival. Prior to joining the Banff Centre, Stauffer was the director of production and 
program competition for Achilles Media, where she led the respected Rockie Award competition. Through this 
work, Stauffer developed keen insight into the needs of television and what makes a film exceptional. She has also 
produced awards shows, executive produced an international congress of arts producers, and participated as an 
international juror and on international exchanges. Stauffer has also produced and edited national television 
specials for the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, and produced, directed, and edited four seasons of the 
BRAVO Banff Masters series, an in-depth profile of producers, writers, and directors from around the world. 
Stauffer holds an honours diploma from SAIT (Cinema, Television, Radio, and Stage) and is a graduate of Alliance 
Atlantis Banff Television Executive Program. She is also a member of National Training Advisory Council for 
Screen Based Training, and a board member of Creative Women Workshops Association. 
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HEATHER ALLIN 
ACTRA Representative / Filmmaker / Actor  

Heather Allin has worked with such stars as Hugh Dillon, Amy Jo Johnson, Charlotte Arnold, Peter Stormare, 
Aaron Poole, Fred Ewanuick, Paul Bates, Marcia Gay Harden, Ray Romano, Gene Hackman, Rip Torn, Elizabeth 
Perkins, Scott Bakula, Athena Karkanis, Tom Selleck, and Kathleen Munroe. Her Film and TV Credits include: 
Small Town Murder Songs (dir. Ken Gass-Donnelly), Let Him Be, Survival of the Dead, Flashpoint, Degrassi 
the Next Generation; Welcome to Mooseport; The Fugitive Kind; Eu·tha·na·sia. Theatrically, Allin performed 
the role of Barbara in the new Canadian play Goodnight Amherst; and previously helped develop the role of Stella 
in the new Canadian play Asleep at the Wheel by Jordan Hall. To date, she has work-shopped to performance, six 
new Canadian plays. Born in Toronto where she continues to make the city her home, she has been acting 
professionally for over 17 years. Allin is a proud supporter of Canadian Artists, their creativity, generosity, and 
dedication to the work. She is deeply involved in the Campaign for Canadian Drama. As President of ACTRA 
Toronto, she oversaw an Actor’s union serving over 13,000 members; she is on the board of ACTRA National and 
PRS/SRD, with 21,000 members. She is both board and founding member of the Creative Arts Savings and Credit 
Union; a member of the ROI board; the Advisory Board for the Seneca Drama program; a former board member of 
Green Screen Toronto; a former board member of Shakespeare in the Rough, a visual artist and an avid skier. 

 

BRIAN GROMOFF 
ACTRA Representative (Emeritus) / Actor 

Brian Gromoff is Past President of ACTRA Calgary, as well as Past President, and former Treasurer of ACTRA 
National.  Brian has been ACTRA's Liaison to CWWA and the WIDC since the inception of the program in 1996/97.  
As the original Treasurer of Creative Women Workshops Association, Brian provided guidance on overall 
programming and budgeting along with participant and faculty adjudications.  Brian is also a respected actor based 
in Calgary, Alberta with numerous film and theatre roles to his credit.  In 2002 he was nominated to the Order of 
the University of Calgary for his outstanding contribution to the university and the community at large as he 
successfully headed U of C's Standardized Medical Patient Testing Program for over a decade. 

 Out-going Board Members: 
We gratefully acknowledge the outgoing Board members whose terms of service ended at this year’s Annual 
General Meeting, November 24, 2014.  

	  

 
RITA SHELTON 

DEVERELL C.M., 
Ed.D. 

 
MARY M. FRYMIRE 

 
CHRISTIANNE HIRT 

  
LORI LOZINSKI 

  
JINDER OUJLA 

CHALMERS 

   
ANA VALINE 
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WIDC Presenting Partners 
Collaborators since 1997 

 (WIDC.ca) 
A national non-profit society incorporated in the province of British Columbia, Canada, CWWA’s key purpose is to 
provide and/or assist in providing opportunities that will help to bring Canadian women into leadership/decision-
making positions in film, television and video productions; help to promote more Canadian women’s stories into 
Canadian and global communities; and to offer artistic development opportunities that help to build the Canadian 
talent pool in film, television and video production. 

CWWA was formed as a result of this initial collaboration among ACTRA, The Banff Centre and Women In Film 
and Television Vancouver, in order to be an umbrella organization for the Women In the Director’s Chair (WIDC) 
program, and a venue for fostering the careers and projects of alumnae. Led by a volunteer Board of Directors 
made up of representatives of the WIDC presenting partners, The Banff Centre, ACTRA and co-creator, Carol 
Whiteman, as well as director alumnae representatives, CWWA oversees the development, delivery, promotion 
and fundraising for WIDC programs, including workshops, follow up mentorship, awards, fellowships, as well as 
WIDC.ca, the new web site launched June 2014. 

CWWA seeks to strategically participate in industry arenas (e.g. National Training Advisory Coalition, BC MPPIA 
Education and Training Committee, Female Eye Film Festival Advisory Committee) as an advocate for 
collaborations that foster professional capacity and increased points of connection between audiences and 
women story-tellers for screen.   

 (banffcentre.ca) 
The Banff Centre is the largest arts and creativity incubator on the planet. Its mission is inspiring creativity. Over 
8,000* artists, leaders, and researchers from across Canada and around the world participate in programs at The 
Banff Centre every year. Through its multidisciplinary programming, The Banff Centre provides them with the 
support they need to create, to develop solutions, and to make the impossible possible. 

Arts programs are at the core of The Banff Centre. Programming supports the commissioning and creation of new 
work by individual artists and arts collectives, and provides resources for collaboration and applied research. 
Training and professional development is offered at the post-graduate level in more than a dozen art forms 
including, music, theatre, dance, opera, Indigenous arts, literature, ceramics, print-making, painting, papermaking, 
photography, sculpture, audio engineering, digital film and video, and new media. Work is showcased in public 
performance, events, and exhibitions throughout the year, culminating in the annual Banff Summer Arts Festival; 
and is disseminated beyond Banff through Banff Centre LIVE. The Centre also partners with national and 
international arts institutions to bring art incubated in Banff to stages and concert halls around the world.  This is 
one of the reasons that The Banff Centre is proud to be a co-founder and presenting partner of the WIDC 
program. 

This year, The Banff Centre supported the development and delivery of the WIDC Aspects of Camera and Post 
production workshop.  Key Banff Centre staff, including Greta Heathcote, Jean MacPherson, and Cindy 
Schatkowski supported the administration of the ACPM, and Production and Post Production staff including Todd 
Languille, Tom Montvilla, Aubrey Fernandez, Luke Van Dyk, Mark Tierney and five resident practicum artists 
directly participated in the delivery of the program. Media Production Executive Director, Kerry Stauffer also 
represents The Centre on the CWWA Board of Directors. 
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 (actra.ca) 
ACTRA (Alliance of Canadian Cinema, Television and Radio Artists) is a national union of more than 22,000 
professional performers working in English-language recorded media in Canada including TV, film, radio and 
digital media. ACTRA members are actors, recording artists, comedians, announcers, stunt coordinators & 
performers, dancers, narrators, voice performers, hosts, choreographers, models, singers, background 
performers, puppeteers and more.   

While ACTRA’s principal role is to negotiate, administer and enforce collective agreements to provide performers 
with equitable compensation as well as safe and reasonable working conditions, it is proud to be a leading voice 
for Canadian culture and the development of Canada’s audiovisual industries. Many milestones have been 
achieved over ACTRA’s more than 65-year history, and ACTRA’s leaders are determined to protect these hard-
earned victories by constantly moving the union forward, thereby helping members to realize their dreams.  This 
is one of the reasons why ACTRA is a proud co-founder and presenting partner of the WIDC program.   

ACTRA’s female identified members are always encouraged to parlay their creative skills and talents by applying 
as directors to the WIDC program. Only ACTRA full and apprentice members (actors) are selected for the WIDC 
Acting Ensemble that supports and works with the directors through scene study and specialized workshops that 
advance the original screen fiction projects that the directors are developing through WIDC. More than 500 actors 
have applied for the ensemble since 1997.  This year, twelve ACTRA members filled thirteen positions at WIDC 
2015 ACPM (Banff) and SIM (Vancouver) programs. ACTRA through the National office, the UBCP/ACTRA, 
AFBS and ACTRA Alberta Branch sponsored (in part) the costs of the attendance of the Acting Ensembles, and 
the Mentor Actor, Lori Triolo. 

 

 

Above photos: l to r, at the WIDC Launch Event hosted at The Banff Centre, with guests Selwyn Jacobs 
(NFB), WIDC alumnae Lauren Grant, Lori Lozinski (also CWWA Board), and FF Award winner Kathleen 
Hepburn, Teresa Leonard, Cindy Schatkoski (The Banff Centre); Kerry Stauffer (The Banff Centre); Board 
members Jinder Oujla Chalmers, Carol Whiteman and Rita Shelton Deverell. 
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PROGRAM MODULE 1: Story Incubation Module (SIM) 
 
An evolution from the critically 
acclaimed WIDC Story Incubation 
Module in Banff, this year’s SIM was 
delivered in Vancouver, BC at the 
Empire Landmark Hotel.  
 
Director Participants: 
Kirsten Carthew, Yellowknife, NWT 
Rebecca Gibson, Winnipeg, MB 
Renuka Jeyapalan, Toronto, ON 
Kate Kroll, Vancouver, BC 
Jenna Macmillan, Charlottetown, PEI 
Reem Morsi, Vancouver, BC 
Loretta Todd, Vancouver, BC 
Simone Stock, Toronto, ON 
 
Mentors & Industry Guests 
Katrin Bowen, Lulu Keating & Deanne 
Foley, Guest Directors 
Dr. Carolyn Mamchur, Instructor, 
Jungian Expert & Writer 
Linda Coffey, Story Editor / Consultant 
& Writer 
Lori Triolo, Acting Instructor & Actor 
Carol Whiteman, WIDC Producer 
Lauren Davis, Telefilm Canada 
John Galway, Bell Media, Harold 
Greenberg Fund 
Maureen Levitt, Super Channel  
Lael McCall, Principia Productions 
Plus 10 ACTRA Actors from across 
Canada. 
	  
One	  Director	  participant	  describes	  
the	  SIM	  experience…	  
“It	  was	  an	  incredible	  experience	  to	  go	  
from	  working	  in	  isolation	  to	  being	  part	  of	  
an	  inspiring	  collective	  of	  women,	  work	  on	  
my	  first	  feature	  script	  and	  get	  feedback	  
from	  experts,	  and	  seeing	  my	  work	  and	  
skills	  evolve	  in	  such	  a	  supportive	  
environment.	  I	  loved	  auditioning	  actors	  for	  my	  selected	  scenes,	  practicing	  
shooting	  the	  scenes,	  and	  all	  that	  gave	  me	  a	  great	  perspective	  for	  my	  script.	  We	  
also	  worked	  on	  character	  development	  and	  got	  insights	  on	  motivations	  and	  
characteristics	  to	  consider	  when	  thinking	  about	  the	  characters.	  Being	  in	  the	  
moment	  with	  very	  profound	  exercises,	  was	  also	  quite	  essential	  for	  our	  presence	  
on	  the	  set	  as	  directors.	  We	  had	  follow	  ups	  with	  story	  editing	  and	  that	  made	  
major	  changes	  to	  my	  story,	  which	  made	  it	  richer	  and	  better	  layered.	  I	  had	  to	  
question	  different	  sections	  of	  my	  script	  and	  that	  led	  me	  to	  many	  "aha"	  
moments	  that	  caused	  me	  to	  approach	  the	  script	  differently	  and	  improve	  it	  
immensely.”	  

	  
“It	  has	  been	  a	  real	  

struggle	  to	  survive	  as	  a	  
female	  filmmaker	  and	  

to	  continue	  having	  
faith	  in	  my	  work	  and	  
talent.	  	  This	  program	  
restored	  my	  faith	  in	  

filmmaking	  and	  in	  the	  
stories	  I	  want	  to	  tell.	  	  

Thank	  you	  for	  
providing	  me	  with	  this	  

opportunity.”	  	  
	  Reem	  Morsi,	  	  

Director	  participant,	  
Vancouver,	  BC	  
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Whistler Film Festival Industry Immersion 
 
In a successful first-time 
collaboration with the Whistler Film 
Festival an Industry Immersion 
followed the SIM and offered the 
eight director participants an 
opportunity to attend the Whistler 
Film Festival, participate in the 
Festival Summit, including face to 
face sessions with international 
financiers, funders and producers, 
along with private information and 
pitching sessions with domestic 
industry representatives. Other 
highlights at the WFF included the 
China Gateway Pitch Contest where 
two WIDC alumnae, Simone Stock 
and Patricia Harris Seeley were 
among 12 filmmakers selected from 
across Canada to pitch feature film 
projects to a delegation of Chinese 
producers and financiers along with 
Canadian distributors and 
executives.  Harris Seeley’s 
project, G-Force garnered the 

interest of one of the Chinese companies and further 
development negotiations are underway. Also, Deanne Foley’s 
sophomore feature Relative Happiness and Jordan Canning’s 
We Were Wolves screened at the Festival. 
 

Story Polish Follow up 
 
Following the Industry Immersion the eight participants received 
a tailor-made story-polish consultation with workshop mentor 

Linda Coffey to help them take their projects to the next level. Directors chose from a menu of:  
1) Synopsis polish, 2) Corporate pitch document polish, or 3) Script notes. 
 
Sessions were facilitated by Carol Whiteman via Skype and tele-conference, concluding the first 
week of January 2015. Kirtsen Carthew and Simone Stock used their polish to prepare synopses 
for the WIFTV Genre Lab competition applications. The script notes provided to Director Kate Kroll 
led to her nomination for the Telefilm MicroBudget program by CineWorks. Reem Morsi polished her 
synopsis and followed up further with the CAM in Vancouver where Producer Elizabeth Yake 
optioned her script and applied to the Harold Greenberg Fund for development. Renuka Jeyapalan 
has since reported a major break through with her story. Loretta Todd received story notes and is 
working on a re-write of Monkey Beach, and Jenna Macmillan’s polished synopsis of her web 
series Gran Bandit, got her meetings with CBC post SIM. Rebecca Gibson plans to shoot her 
feature Jane Garbage, summer 2015, and soon after she returned to Winnipeg from the SIM she 
shot a proof of concept short. 
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PROGRAM MODULE 2: Aspects of Camera & Post Production 
 
In January 2015, in partnership with The Banff 
Centre and ACTRA, with support from William F. 
White Intl, Panavision Canada, Selective Props, 
IATSE 212, IATSE 669, CWWA delivered a six-
day edition of the popular module of WIDC, 
Aspects of Camera and Post Production at The 
Banff Centre. The master-class format was led 
by award-winning professionals including 
director Gail Harvey (Looking Is the Original Sin, 
Murdock Mysteries), cinematographer, Roger 
Vernon (Twilight: Breaking Dawn 1 & 2, 
Unforgiven) and editors, WIDC alumna, Teresa 
Hannigan (Rookie Blue, Cairo Time), and 
Jeanne Slater (Lucille’s Ball, Evangeline), with 
Production Designer / Art Director, Cathy Cowan 
(Heartland). Four ACTRA actors, four IATSE 
crew, and five Practicum students rounded out 
the company.  
 
The session included facilitated hands-on 
workshop exercises, deconstructing scenes 
cinematically, analyzing camera placement, 
blocking, movement, and lighting, performance 
and providing feedback to directors. Director 
participants were given the opportunity to direct 
the crew and acting ensemble using selected 
scenes from the award-winning Bell Media’s CTV 
series, Rookie Blue. They then edited the 
originally captured footage, exploring the 
permutations and individual intricacies and 
idiosyncrasies of story-telling. 
	  
The four directors participants included Kirsten 
Carthew, Rebecca Gibson, Jenna MacMillan 
and Reem Morsi who had attended the SIM and 
WFF Industry Immersion.	  
	  
	  
What	  participants	  said:	  
“This	  program	  is	  essential	  to	  empower	  female	  filmmakers	  to	  
tell	  their	  stories	  and	  have	  them	  heard.”	  Rebecca	  Gibson,	  
Director,	  Winnipeg,	  MB	  
	  
“This	  is	  not	  only	  the	  most	  important	  program	  for	  giving	  
more	  opportunities	  to	  women	  directors,	  but	  changing	  the	  
way	  film	  artists	  in	  all	  capacities	  work	  and	  communicate.”	  
Jeff	  Gladstone,	  Actor,	  Vancouver,	  BC	  
	  
“…we	  so	  rarely	  get	  a	  chance	  to	  experiment	  in	  a	  room	  with	  
directors	  and	  crew.”	  Pierre	  Simpson,	  Actor,	  Montreal,	  QC	  

“This	  was	  an	  invaluable	  step	  forward	  in	  my	  career.”	  
	  Jenna	  Macmillan,	  Director,	  Charlottetown,	  PEI	  
	  
“This	  workshop	  is	  priceless!	  The	  hands-‐on	  experience	  is	  an	  
extremely	  rare	  opportunity	  for	  mid-‐career	  female	  directors.	  	  
Losing	  Women	  in	  the	  Director’s	  Chair	  would	  be	  a	  deterrent	  to	  
all	  the	  talented	  female	  filmmakers	  in	  this	  country	  looking	  for	  
the	  crucial	  steps	  to	  take	  their	  work	  to	  the	  next	  level.”	  	  
Michelle	  Jedrzejewski,	  Actor,	  Toronto,	  ON.	  
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PROGRAM MODULE 3: OutReach Initiative 

This fiscal the WIDC OutReach Initiative delivered offerings in St John’s, Toronto, and Vancouver.  

Career Advancement Module (CAM) 

The CAM provided mentorships to 12 promising women filmmakers who were developing narrative 
screen projects. In an intensive 1-day master-class followed by individual coaching sessions, the CAM 
is designed to:  

• Develop leadership skills, confidence & career plans  
• Develop creative skills & materials  
• Assess project market readiness  
• Create networks of trusted allies & potential collaborators 

In Toronto, at the Female Eye Film Festival, 
Bryce Mitchell (Myriad Entertainment Agency) 
and Anne Frank (Telefilm Canada), mentored 
three director participants: Heather Allin, 
Paula Kelly, and Rita Shelton Deverell. 
Pictured at right are WIDC alumnae Jill Riley, 
Leslie Ann Coles (FeFF Executive Director), 
Valerie Buhagiar, Paula Kelly, Lulu Keating, 
Carol Whiteman, Rita Shelton Deverell, 
Michelle Latimer, attending the Festival. 

During the St John’s International Women’s 
Film Festival, popular Canadian actor/ 
director, Garwin Sanford (The Birdwatcher, Hard Time: 
The David Millgard Story, Star Gate SG1) and Carol 
Whiteman led a Master-class for the pilot session of 
the St John’s International Women’s Film Festival, 
Interactive Incubator.  Five participants were selected 
by the Festival: Latonia Hartery, Annie McEwen, 
Christine McLean, Jenna MacMillan, and Heather 
RomancIk. 

During the Vancouver International Women In Film 
Festival, Marina Cordoni (MCE) and Carol Whiteman 
delivered a master-class and John Dippong joined 
mentoring for four director participants: Barb Briggs, 
Iuliana Constantinescu, Melanie Jones and Reem 
Morsi. A collaboratively built set of individualized career and 
project plans were created with each filmmaker.  

Workshop participants also benefited by receiving Full 
Access Passes to the host city’s festival gaining access to 
films, forum sessions, and one-to one meetings with 
additional invited industry experts. 
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Other Activities 

In Toronto, at the Female Eye 
Film Festival (June), the WIDC 
OutReach Initiative also 
supported the 2014 FeFF 
Honorary Director Award and 
the highly popular Best In the 
Biz Tribute Series, “In 
Conversation with…the 
Award-winning Female Screen 
Director, Gail Harvey (Looking 
Is the Original Sin, Murdock 
Mysteries).  

While supporting the Female 
Eye Film Festival, Carol 
Whiteman also moderated the 
Meet the Funders Panel with 
Dan Lyon (Telefilm Canada), 
Martin Harbury (OMDC), 
Marsha Douglas (Bell Fund), 
and Shelley Coultish (CMF).  She moderated the 
Director’s Panel of Gail Harvey, Eleanore Lindo, Annie 
Bradley and Dawn Wilkinson who then facilitated 
feedback groups during the annual FeFF Directors’ 
Roundtable, where 30 women directors discussed 
career paths and shared advancement strategies.  

What	  the	  Roundtable	  Panelists	  said	  about	  being	  a	  
director....	  

	  “It’s	  working	  with	  actors,	  connecting	  emotionally,	  and	  being	  
able	  to	  convey	  something	  else	  through	  the	  story-‐telling.”	  
Eleanore	  Lindo	  (Degrassi,	  Radio	  Free	  Roscoe,	  Heartland,	  
Murdock	  Mysteries)	  

	  “It’s	  the	  power!	  We	  should	  love	  the	  power.	  Power	  can	  be	  a	  
negative	  word	  when	  coupled	  with	  the	  word	  struggle.	  I’m	  talking	  
about	  personal	  power,	  leadership,	  collaboration.”	  Annie	  Bradley	  
(Pudge,	  Tongue	  Bully,	  The	  WBI)	  	  

“It’s	  seeing	  it	  in	  my	  head	  then	  seeing	  it	  for	  real	  –	  to	  get	  into	  the	  
perspective	  of	  the	  characters	  –	  seeing	  the	  different	  points	  of	  view	  
and	  then	  to	  control	  the	  over	  all	  perspective	  of	  the	  audience.”	  
Dawn	  Wilkinson	  (Devotion,	  Instant	  Dead,	  Girls	  Who	  Say	  Yes)	  

“I	  love	  everything	  but	  trying	  to	  find	  the	  money!	  I	  love	  
collaborating	  with	  people.	  For	  me	  it’s	  about	  life.	  	  I	  get	  energy.	  	  
It’s	  the	  purest	  form	  of	  holding	  a	  mirror	  up	  to	  people	  to	  
understand	  life.	  	  It’s	  intrinsic	  to	  being	  a	  human	  being.”	  	  Gail	  
Harvey	  (Looking	  Is	  the	  Original	  Sin,	  Long	  Story	  Short,	  The	  Line,	  
Run	  Away	  Home,	  Terry,	  Lost	  Girl,	  Republic	  of	  Doyle,	  This	  Is	  
Wonderfland)	  

2015 FeFF Directors’ Round Table:  
Top Ten Tips & Strategies 

1. How you get along with people matters 

2. Be aware of and own your own power 

3. Be prepared  

o Know your story 

o Know your strengths 

o Know your gaps and find ‘work-

arounds’ 

4. Create a ‘Career Development’ chart 

5. Take time to recharge whatever that 

means to you  

6. Forge alliances 

o Find your people, the true 

believers 

o Share resources 

7. Self-promotion 

o Go to industry events, festivals  

o Everyday do 1-4 things to 

advance your career  

o Institute ‘Career Mondays’  

o Use apps to time your promo so 

as not to get buried by social 

media 

o Make a promo on your 

smartphone to introduce your 

film 

8. Take the note: if 10 people are telling 

you about the same thing, maybe there 

is something to it 

9. Always consider the source 

o “Half the obstacles come from 

the outside world; half come 

from ourselves” source, Holly 

Dale “Calling the Shots” 

10. Persistence, persistence, persistence 
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PROGRAM MODULE 4: WIDC Awards 

Telefilm Micro Budget Nomination  
Next Deadline: December 15, 2015 

Patricia Harris Seeley was selected by a jury of peers to represent the 
2015 WIDC nomination to direct a first-time feature film, My Human, 
which she developed at WIDC SIM 2014. As part of the nomination 
Patricia and her producing partner Trevor Seeley are receiving a tailored 
WIDC Feature Film Mentorship including a series of coaching sessions 
with WIDC’s Carol Whiteman, and mentoring from producer, Shawn 
Williamson (Brightlight Pictures).  

2013 WIDC nominee, Maureen Bradley who earned one of the Telefilm 
Micro Budget awards, completed production spring 2014 on her debut 
feature Two4One, which has won awards at numerous festivals across 
Canada. 

Feature Film Award (FFA)  
Next Deadline: January 31, 2016  

Jordan Canning received the 2015 $120,000 in kind prize of 
equipment / facilities rentals, and services from Canada’s pre-
eminent screen industry companies for her sophomore film, Suck It 
Up, which explores the journeys of two women as they experience 
the grief of losing a man they both loved. Includes EP services 
from CWWA and a tailored WIDC Feature Film Mentorship.  

2013 winner, Siobhan Devine is now submitting The Birdwatcher 
to festivals and it is set to premiere fall 2015. 2011 winner, Ana Valine won a 2014 Leo Award for Best 
Direction and Sitting on the Edge of Marlene won awards at VIFF, including a nod for Valine as BC 
Emerging Filmmaker Award and WIFTV’s Artistic Merit Award. SOEM began its cross Canada 
theatrical run February 27 courtesy of eOne. 2010 winner, Lulu Keating (Lucille’s Ball) won Best 
Canadian Feature at the 2014 Female Eye Film Festival. 2009 winner, Katrin Bowen’s Amazon Falls 
continues to be broadcast on networks like Hollywood Suite. 

WIDC Fellowship – BANFF World Media Festival 
Next Deadline: TBA 

The BANFF Festival relationship was dormant for the 2013/14 fiscal, but 
was renewed for the June 2014 Festival (which will be reported next year).  
We mention it this year because, the 2014 Fellow, alumna, Kathleen 
Hepburn was presented the 2014 WIDC Feature Film Award by John 
Dippong, Telefilm Canada at the WIDC Launch Event in Banff.  She was 
subsequently selected for the CFC Writers Lab to further develop her 
feature film debut script, Never Steady, Never Still.  She went to camera at 
the end of March 2015 on an Arts Council-supported proof of concept 
short, based on the same characters.  

The CWWA Board has opted to suspend the BANFF Fellowship for the coming fiscal and instead plans 
to pursue fellowships, mentorships, and collaborations with other festivals like the Whistler Film 
Festival, TIFF and AFF. 
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WIDC 2015 Personnel 
Director	  Participants	   (A)	  =	  Alumna	   	   	   	  

MODULE	  1	  

Story	  Incubation	  
Module	  (SIM)	  
/Industry	  Immersion	  	  

	  
 

KIRSTEN CARTHEW 
  

REBECCA GIBSON 
  

RENUKA JEYAPALAN 
  

KATE KROLL (A) 

	  

  
JENNA MACMILLAN 

  
REEM MORSI 

 
SIMONE STOCK 

 
LORETTA TODD 

MODULE	  2	  

Aspects	  of	  Camera	  &	  
Post	  Production	  

 

(see above) 
KIRSTEN CARTHEW 

 

 

 

(see above) 
REBECCA GIBSON 

 

 

(see above) 
JENNA MACMILLAN 

 

 

(see above) 
REEM MORSI 

 

MODULE	  3	  

Career	  Advancement	  
Module	  (CAM)	  

 
HEATHER ALLIN 

 
RITA SHELTON DEVERELL 
(A) 

 
PAULA KELLY (A) 

 

 
LATONIA HARTERY  

	    

 

 

(see above) 
JENNA MACMILLAN  

ANNIE MCEWEN 
 

CHRISTINE MCLEAN  
 

HEATHER RUMANCIK 

	       

	  

 
BARB BRIGGS 

 
IULIANA 
CONSTANTINESCU 

 
MELANIE JONES (A) 

 

 

 

(see above) 
REEM MORSI 

	       

MODULE	  4	  

Awards	  
	  

Feature Film Award 

 
JORDAN CANNING (A) 

BANFF Fellowship 

 
KATHLEEN HEPBURN (A) 

BANFF Fellowship 

 
LORI LOZINSKI (A) 

Telefilm MicroBudget 

 
PATRICIA HARRIS 
SEELEY (A) 
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Story Incubation Module / Whistler Film Festival Industry Immersion (SIM – II) Vancouver & Whistler *** 

	  

Instructors	  

	  
CAROL	  WHITEMAN	  
WIDC	  Producer	  /Mentor	  

  
Dr. CAROLYN MAMCHUR 
Instructor	  

  
LORI TRIOLO 
Mentor Actor	  

  
LINDA COFFEY 
Mentor Story Editor	  

Industry	  Experts	  

 
LAUREN DAVIS  
Telefilm Canada	  

 
MAUREEN LEVITT  
Super Channel	  

 
LAEL MCCALL  
Principia Films	  

 
JOHN GALWAY 
Bell Media / Harold 
Greenberg Fund	  

Peer	  Mentors	  

	  
KATRIN BOWEN  
WIDC alumna, Filmmaker	  

  
LULU KEATING  
WIDC alumna, Filmmaker	  

  
DEANNE FOLEY  
WIDC alumna, 
Filmmaker	  

	  

Whistler	  Film	  Festival	  	  

  
SHAUNA HARDY MISHAW 
Executive Director, Whistler 
Film Festival 

 ANGIE 
NOLAN  
Manager Programs, 
Whistler Film Festival 

 	  

Aspects	  of	  Camera	  &	  Post	  Production	  Module	  (ACPM),	  The	  Banff	  Centre	  ***	  

Mentors	  /	  Instructors	  

 
GAIL HARVEY  
Mentor Director 

  
Roger Vernon 
Mentor DOP	  

TERESA HANNIGAN 
Mentor Editor 	  

 
JEANNE SLATER 
Mentor Editor	  

	  

 
CATHY COWAN 
Mentor Production Designer	  
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The	  Banff	  Centre	  
Digital	  Film	  &	  Media	  
Staff	  

  
JEAN MACPHERSON 
Program Manager 

 
GRETA HEATHCOTE 
Program Coordinator 

 
 LUKE VAN DYK 
Senior Engineer 

  
TODD LANGILLE 
Post Production Manager	  

	  

  
TOM MONTVILA 
Studio Manager 

  
AUBREY FERNANDEZ 
Studio Technician 

 	  

Career	  Advancement	  Module	  (CAM)	  ***	  @	  part	  of	  the	  OutReach	  Initiative	  
Female	  Eye	  Film	  Festival	  Toronto;	  St	  John’s	  International	  Women’s	  Film	  Festival;	  Vancouver	  International	  Women	  In	  Film	  Festival	  

	  

Mentors	  

   
MARINA CORDONI 
MC Entertainment 

   
BRYCE MITCHELL 
Meridian Artists 
Management	  

  
GARWIN SANFORD 
Actor / Filmmaker / 
Instructor	  

	  

	  

  
JOHN DIPPONG 
Telefilm Canada	  

   
ANNE FRANK 
Telefilm Canada	  

  

 

 

 
	  

	  

Festival Collaborator Representatives	  

	  

  
SARAH SMELLIE 
Executive Director, St 
John’s International 
Women’s Film Festival	  

	  
JENN BROWN 
Industry Liaison, St John’s 
International Women’s Film 
Festival	  	  

LESLIE ANN COLES 
Executive Director, 
Female Eye Film 
Festival, Toronto 	  

REBEKA A. BUDRYS 
Director Business Affairs, 
Female Eye Film 
Festival, Toronto 	  

	  

CAROLYN COMBS 
Executive Director, WIFT 
Vancouver 	  

	  
 AMANDA BURKE 
Festival Director, Vancouver 
International Women In Film 
Festival 
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Acting Ensemble (SIM = S & ACPM = A) Each actor has a profile on IMDB.com 

 

    

 Anesha Bailey (S) Brian Doe (S) Leah Doz (S) Jeff Gladstone (A) 

 

    

 Kirstin Howell (S) Michelle Jedrzjewski (S) Grace Lynn Kung (S) Lee Madjoub (S) 

 

    

 Andrea Menard (S) Iris Paluly (S) Luvia Petersen (A) Pierre Simpson (A) 

 

 

Rebecca Toolan (S)	  

   

 Professional Crew  Practicum Crew  

 IATSE 669 
Camera Operator 
1st Assistant Camera 

 
Carey Toner  
Chris Bang 

The Banff Centre 
Editors 

 
Mike Quigley  
Sam Wald 

 IATSE 212 
Gaffer  
Key/Dolly Grip 

 
Mike Gould  
Mark Woodgate 

Camera / Production Gemayel Pennegan 
Greg Polak 
Eric Sirke 

  
 

 University of Regina   
Assistant Art Director 

 
Elise Lussier 

***WIDC Producer, Carol Whiteman led programs as key facilitator and mentor, including executive producing for the Feature Film Award and Telefilm MicroBudget nominated projects.. 

PIERRE SIMPSON
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Since	  1997,	  200+	  women	  screen	   directors	  have	  attended	  WIDC	  programs;	   they	  have	  created	   	   /	  
show	  run	  6	   television	   series;	  directed	  37	   feature	   films	  and	  1,000+	  hours	  of	  award-‐winning	  and	  
nominated,	  broadcast,	  released	  and	  festival	  screened	  entertainment.	  

To	  learn	  more	  about	  WIDC	  programs,	  alumnae	  achievements	  and	  our	  generous	  sponsors,	  please	  
visit	  our	  new	  online	  space	  widc.ca	  powered	  by	  NBCUniversal.	  

  

WIDC 
Women In the Director’s Chair 

!

 
Founding Presenting Partners Major Sponsor since 1997 

 
  

 
 
Feature Film Award Sponsors 

     

  
  

  
 

Wendy D Photography   

Director’s Chair Scholarships (may change on a per year basis) 

   

    
 

   
 

     
With the Participation of Program, Cast & Crew Sponsors 

 

    

    
 

Community Collaborators 
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For more information about: 
 

 

+ 

PO Box 34575, 1268 Marine Drive 
North Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, V7P 1T2 
O: 604.987.0747 | Toll free: 1.877.913.0747 | M: 777.809.0747 
enquiries@widc.ca | www.WIDC.ca | @WIDC_ca | facebook.com/widc.ca 




