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POSITION NAME QUOTE 
Acting Coach Veena Sood One of the most important things that actors need from a director 

is the same language. So that when there is a particular result 
that a director wants from an actor there's a particular way to 
communicate that to the actors so that the actor will be able to do 
that. And without that common terminology and vocabulary that 
actor doesn't have, sort of the understanding of what it is that the 
director is trying to achieve. And, you know I work so much on 
professional sets where the director has absolutely no 
understanding of how to communicate with an actor and if more 
directors did have that understanding it would be a lot easier on 
the actors and I think they'd get a lot better results.  From my 
point of view a workshop like this, the most important thing is that 
it encourages more Canadian indigenous local film production.  
We need more Canadian production. That's what we need. We 
want more Canadian actors. We want more Canadian directors, 
producers, and to stay at home and to know that we have a 
Canadian cultural content that is worth sharing as story-tellers. 
And we need money for this!  

Actor Lesley Ewen Working with all these women, they are so strong and so smart 
and so passionate about what they are doing. And a number of 
them have written their own stuff which is really important. And 
we need to hear not just the Canadian male voices, but we really 
need to hear female voices. And this is the starting point. This 
program is launching goodness knows how many careers and 
films, and how many people will be touched by this program, and 
how many lives will be changed, literally and that epically.  

Actor Jennifer 
Podemski 

I found out about this project through a previous participant from 
last year who I heard amazing things from. So I applied and got 
accepted to my surprise. And it has been the most incredible 
learning experience that I have had so far in this industry. And 
even with all of my experience working, you know, in film and 
television situations, I think I have learned such a wealth of 
information from this program that I will be such a different actor 
for now on. I really think that it will help me in my directing career 
in the future just by being here and witnessing what has been 
going on here. It has been such an array of different characters 
and situations that we would never get a chance to see me in. So 
I'm very excited about the outcome of the projects that I've been 
doing here, and very anxious to see what these directors will 
create in the future.  



Actor Byron Chief Moon There's a lot of projects out that that don't include women. 
There's very few parts for women. And I'd like to see more of 
that. There are a lot of stories that need to be told from a 
woman's perspective.  

Director Christianne Hirt “There’s been some wonderful few pioneering Canadian women 
that have made their mark in terms of directing, being directors in 
Canada and I’ve always sort of admired them, not just for doing it 
but for their ability to tell stories so well. And I’ve always loved to 
tell a story. I’ve always loved to hear stories being told. Women 
In the Director’s Chair gave me the first opportunity to actually 
kind of experiment with that. It’s been an incredibly important 
experience, very transformative. 
  

Director Stephanie 
Morgenstern 

There are other film schools. There are other film school 
mandates. There are, there are training sessions you can have 
at different lengths and different intensities, but there is nothing 
like this one. The quality of the support that we’ve been offered 
here, the quality of the mentorship, the guest speakers that 
we’ve had, it’s been this overwhelming feast of knowledge. It’s 
almost too intense to absorb all at once. But I’m really grateful 
that this program exists. It has, very honestly, it has changed me. 
It’s made me aware of the things that I didn’t think I knew but I do 
know, and vice versa, which I think is valuable. And a lot about 
directing is about confidence, but not just confidence but justified 
confidence.  

Director Pepita Ferrari I really feel I'm coming away from this workshop with a huge 
learning curve compared to like where I was coming into it. It's 
been really incredible working with Stacey and the kind of 
knowledge that she's been able to bring to he situation. I applied 
to the workshop because I had been doing historic documentary 
and my work was involving a lot of dramatic re-enactment. I felt it 
was something that I really wanted to explore further and 
perhaps move over into working more in fiction. So for me it was 
a perfect step to take.  

Director Tina Keeper This program has been incredibly useful to me.  It has given me 
experience and knowledge that I think will be, I can use in many 
different capacities. And I don't think I would have ever had the 
opportunity to learn this without this program. I believe that there 
is an emerging Aboriginal film genre and I wanted to be able to 
participate in that.  

Director Mararet Bard The scene that I chose to direct was a love scene and I was very 
exciting. It got very hot and steamy inside the studio here at 
times, but was also thrilling to be working on something that I'd 
written. I want to take risks but if I take them in the business, that 
could be the end of my career. Taking them here means I can 
find out what works and what doesn't, without having my salary 
cut!   

Mentor 
Director 

Stacey Stewart 
Curtis 

It was a great honour to be asked to be the mentor this second 
year around. And ultimately it has been an exhausting and an 



exhilarating experience. Both the directors and the actors have 
been phenomenal. There is a great deal of pride. 

 


