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POSITION NAME QUOTE 

Director Michelle 
Metivier 

I knew this course was short. So you know, I mean I had to take a short 
course. But I did not know that I would have such a complete education, 
and it was a complete education in every way. And it was extraordinary. 
So, I learned what I came to learn about, which was how direct actors, 
but I also learned about story which I had not expected.  I learned about 
blocking. I learned about communication and working with a team and I 
came out with a calling card It's more than I could have hoped for. you 
have to be competitive to be able to as a woman in this industry and 
within a day we had all dropped our defences and became extremely 
supportive and because people come in mid-level experience, that we 
bring a lot, and it's beautifully crafted and our experiences over all, its 
stunning. There is nothing like it in Canada. It is unique. It is necessary. 
There are many people mid-career that cannot afford to take a year out 
to educate themselves and that actually in two weeks with the kind of 
experience we bring to this course, if you have the right attitude you can 
learn what you can learn in a year. I believe that.   

Director Marilyn Norry I mean there is the thing of women in the director's chair, and get, 
helping women to get to that position of, feel that position of authority 
within themselves, to be absolute mother on a set whatever that takes. I 
think you need to be able to have that experience in order to be able to 
do it; to view yourself as an authority. But it's also, it’s the forum of all of 
the people from all of the different departments after we work going over 
to the dining hall or wherever or the pub and just talking about what our 
jobs are and how we wish that, how we could possibly d things better or 
in a different way. And you never get a chance to do that on a set or in 
any kind of professional circumstance. This kind of retreat situation is 
the only way that that can happen.    

Director Sharon 
Cavanaugh 

This is a turning point for me in my career.  I just think it has been one 
of the most important times for me because it was a time to sort of look 
back at the stuff that I had done and then without imposing ideas from 
out there but just find out from inside here where I'm really going as a 
filmmaker. The actors, the technicians, they're getting more out of this 
as well.  

Actor Brenda 
Basinet 

I think I wrote this in my letter when I applied that I've been in over 70 
film and TV projects and I think I've worked with four women over 
twenty-five years. No, it's been great. I've been stimulated. Very 
stimulated. Playing a number of different roles. like five totally different 
characters. Five different looks, not all of them like this, and just 
constantly working one thing after another, all very different, so really 
being challenged that way but also watching other people work and the 
level like from the actors to the directors to the people organizing it's the 
calibre of people here is extremely high. It's crew, everybody.  

 


