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 NAME QUOTE 
Mentor Director Patricia 

Rozema 
It's a very complex art form, and you know, that's how an artist is 
judged, by their mastery. Part of it is just their choices. And that's 
the whole thing, the choices as an artist, but also their mastery 
of the medium.  So this program, I think really gives a lot of help 
to the mastery of the medium. A program like this actually really 
values the voice of women in society and I think there's value in, 
you know at this stage in their career, women being able to sort 
of experiment. It just actually becomes just about the work.   

Mentor Actor  Christianne 
Hirt 

You're mentally, emotionally, spirtually, creatively stimulated 
constantly. How can you not want to explore your voice. Every 
exploration is valuable and you know, every mistakeis as 
valuable as the success that you leran from it. That's one of the 
cornerstones, that's one of the foundations that Women In the 
Director's Chair sort of places for anybody who cmes here. 

Mentor / 
Instructor Story 
Editor  

Peg 
Campbell 

“From the first concept, to actually realizing the script fully, and 
then going into casting and going through all the stages of 
development through pre-production into production and post, 
and their hands are on every stage. It’s compressed. It’s fast. 
However, it means that they can fully see their scene developed 
through all those stages.”  

Director Patricia 
Harris Seeley 

One of the things that is really wonderful about this program is 
that it really celebrates the cultures of different women. We 
shared visions with each other and we shared an understanding 
of each other peoples’ backgrounds and cultures. And I mean, 
we create unity through this diversity. We have to celebrate the 
diversity. And here is a program that brings it all out. A study in 
San Diego University found in 2001 that of the top 250 films 
released only 6% were women directors. This program is 
becoming a leader internationally and that's something we as 
Canadians can be incredibly proud of.  

Director Anita Doron We are traditionally the story-tellers. We were in ancient history 
sitting around the fire and gossiping and creating myth and 
telling stories. It's in our blood so we have a certain style to 
begin with; a certain awareness and comfort with story. There's 
nobody that understand you better than a fellow director, what 
you'd going through and that was an extremely supportive 
environment. We are coming away richer from this.   

Director Jennifer 
Calvert 

The only way that you can create a national cultural identity is 
through your art really, or one of the only ways or one of the 
most profound ways, let's say that you can create that. And so, 
it's only by supporting Canadian artists that that cultural identity 
will gel and become part of the national consciousness, and 
something that we can look at and feel secure. And I think 
especially in times like right now that's going to be more and 
more important.  



Director Shelley Niro You know, it's the filmmakers that are going to tell the stories of 
Canada. You know people are always talking about Canadian 
culture, this is their opportunity to really invest and really 
appreciate their artists.  

Actor Howard 
Rosenstein 

This is addressing a problem that we have in this country 
directly, and giving directors what they need to succeed, and to 
be able to tell a story which engages the audience. And they're 
given tools by people who are not only professionals but who are 
world class. 

 


