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POSITION NAME QUOTE 
Mentor Director Gaylene Preston Basically, we filmmakers, we are isolated anyway. If you're 

a woman filmmaker, there's not that many of us, all around 
the world, there's not that many of us. So to be able to 
come and have the group experience, to build a peer 
group, not only builds individual confidence, but I think it 
builds national confidence. The mirror that these women 
will hold up to their communities that they will be able to 
render onto the large screen will make a difference to how 
Canadians think about themselves.  

Director Sherry White It's such an important thing for women artists and 
filmmakers from across the country, of different colors, of 
different (of different) ages, different experiences to get 
together and to level the playing field.  I was surrounded 
by professionals, yet I was allowed to take risks and 
develop my own style and make mistakes. you just don't 
get that opportunity in the real world. There's too much 
money. There's too much, too much riding on your 
reputation and so therefore people often play it too safe. 
And they don't necessarily develop their own style. They 
don't necessarily develop their own voice and I think we're 
at a time now where that is so important for Canadas to 
develop their own and our own style and out own industry.   

Director Jinder Oujla Chalmers Nowhere in North America have I found anything that 
gives me the hands-on experience that Women In the 
Director's Chair has given me. To me it was probably the 
most incredible experience of my lifetime. You have to 
really test yourself. Test your abilities. Can you pull this off. 
Can you do what's required out in the real world. With 
having Women IN the Director's Chair behind me, it has 
now given me the confidence and also my producers the 
confidence to give me a stab at directing my first feature.   

Director Leslie Ann Coles It is a very intense, rigorous professional development 
program, that delves into all aspects of the whole film 
process from pre-production to production to post 
production. I'm confident that the skills and all of what I've 
got from Women In the Director's Chair is going to support 
and carry me through the rest of my life as an independent 
filmmaker.  



Director Sarah Michelle Brown You know that you are capable of certain things in your 
heart of heart but you're not yet acknowledging it to 
yourself really and truly. You know, coming out here really 
helped me to start to see that and to really be quite clear 
about it. I have no question that, okay, I have to go forth 
and conquer. Coming here and working with real pros just 
opened a door for me that I don't want to close again. You 
know, what can I say. I'm out here and I'm definitely many 
light years closer to achieving my goals. I couldn't be 
happier.  

Director Meghna Haldar To be in the world and work with professionals, I think is a 
rare, in the company of women which I think is exceptional 
and beautiful generates its own kind of confidence and 
support. This is the best way to learn and remind oneself 
again about the collaborative nature of filmmaking   

Director Arlene Haldar If I hadn't gone through the SIM and the whole type and 
temperament theory, I wouldn't have uncovered the 
characters in my screenplay, and in fact, another thing that 
was so wonderful is that there were industry professionals 
around observing us but yet, they were observing us at our 
best. We could just go fully and wholly and totally into our 
own work and it's been a long time since I've been able to 
do that.  

Director Leah Cherniak When the nine actors came in and auditioned, I couldn't 
believe how professional they were; how potentially right 
they were for very many different parts that we had in our 
scripts. So having professional actors allowed me to relax 
in that area, the more that I could concentrate on 
challenges that I had to growing in the craft of filmmaking.  

 


